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Remarks Following Discussions With 
Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany of 
Hungary in Budapest 
June 22, 2006 

Prime Minister Gyurcsany. First of all, 
I’d like to thank from the depth of my heart 
to the President of the United States for his 
visit today to Hungary, on the 50th anniver-
sary of the ’56 Revolution. We consider this 
visit to be a tribute to be a point to persever-
ance of the Hungarian people for freedom. 

We also see this as a confirmation of our 
joint effort that freedom and democracy 
must not only be preserved but also spread 
around the world in every region and every 
country, wherever necessary. Now this work 
that we started must not and cannot be com-
pleted, but it must be continued, because the 
world is the way how you shape it. 

The alliance of the United States and Hun-
gary is based on values and interests at the 
same time. There are no major unsolved or 
painful issues, open issues in the relations of 
our two countries. There are challenges, and 
there are tasks to be solved, but that’s just 
how it is. 

As a European country, I believe that we 
should finally end with preconception that 
Europe represents morality and the United 
States represents efficiency. And if we are 
democrats, then we believe that morale and 
power must go hand in hand. And we are 
democrats on both sides of the Atlantic. Now 
in terms of practical matters—of course we 
just cannot avoid talking about the visa issue 
whenever we meet. We are well aware of 
each other’s standpoints. We cannot pose 
much surprises to each other. But because 
we know that this is a long road, this is a 
long path that we must go down, so we must 
look for other areas where we can be more 
successful. 

However, an important step on this road 
is that within a couple of months, finally, the 
building, the Tancsics was captured was 
kept—the building known as the Tancsics 
prison will return to Hungarian ownership. 
Let me tell you quite frankly that the Presi-
dent showed much more understanding for 
the importance and the meaning of this issue. 
And just within this circle I can say that he 
promised, and if he did that, it will happen. 

So, by and large, this is what we talked 
about. 

President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister, 
thank you. I’m honored to be here. As I re-
call, this trip started back when you invited 
me to come when you were visiting the Oval 
Office. I thank you for the invitation. I’m 
proud to be here. I’m impressed by the beau-
ty of this city. I’m honored to be able to speak 
to the people of Hungary tonight when I talk 
about the unbelievable thirst for freedom 
that was exhibited in 1956. And that spirit 
of freedom still exists in the world today. And 
I thank you for your troops who are working 
through NATO to help Iraq and the PRT 
that we’re working on for Afghanistan. And 
thank you for your commitment to help oth-
ers be free. 

It is also my pleasure to congratulate you 
on being reelected. It’s not easy to win a sec-
ond opportunity to serve, but you have done 
so. And I appreciate the courage you’re 
showing not only in foreign policy but in do-
mestic policy. We have a very good relation-
ship, which means the Prime Minister is 
comfortable in bringing up the visa issue. 
Look, I understand this is a difficult issue, 
and we have developed a roadmap to work 
through this issue, so the people of your good 
country will understand that you’re doing 
your best and I’m doing my best to meet 
U.S. laws, and you’re doing your best to rep-
resent the people of Hungary to get this issue 
solved. 

And so thank you for bringing up a lot of 
issues, and thank you for your leadership. 
And we are very proud of our friendship and 
alliance with Hungary. Thanks for the invita-
tion. 

Prime Minister Gyurcsany. Thank you, 
Mr. President. 

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 
11:40 a.m. in the Parliament Building. Prime Min-
ister Gyurcsany spoke in Hungarian, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter. 
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Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by 
President Laszlo Solyom and Prime 
Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany of 
Hungary in Budapest 
June 22, 2006 

President Solyom. Mr. President, Mrs. 
Bush, distinguished guests, it is indeed a 
great honor and great privilege to have the 
President of the United States of America 
here in Hungary on the occasion of the com-
memoration of the 50th anniversary of the 
1956 Revolution and freedom fight. 

This visit demonstrates that community of 
shared values that is a very strong bond be-
tween us. It was freedom, democracy, self- 
determination, and human rights—were the 
values for which so many people sacrificed 
their lives in Hungary in 1956. 

This year, in March, in the Capitol, Presi-
dent Bush said, on the occasion of the com-
memoration, that the Hungarian Revolution 
was an example of patience and is a value 
which is deeply rooted in everybody’s soul. 
We were, indeed, very patient. We carried 
this value in the heart of our hearts for 35 
years, and not only in the heart, and finally, 
after 35 years, it became reality. 

This set of values is a must for us, to au-
thentically represent it all over the world. 
During our bilateral meetings, we were able 
to exchange views on the various techniques 
that can help people to have these values take 
deep roots in the hearts of the people. 

Only a few of us know, though, the great 
importance of the practice of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, especially in the 
field of human rights, the lesson we learn 
from them and started to exercise them, and 
then radiate the lesson to the neighboring 
countries in east-central Europe and even 
beyond that, down to South Africa. And these 
techniques are just as important as is another 
important initiative by the father of President 
Bush, who initiated the establishment of en-
vironmental center, which radiated an impact 
and influence all over the region. 

In the course of our bilateral relations, I 
reiterated our commitment to fight and en-
hance sustainable economic growth in the 
world. We touched upon several foreign po-
litical issues as from the Balkans down to 
Iraq, Iran, and Russia. We agreed that there 

are vast opportunities to further expand our 
bilateral cooperation, and our two respective 
countries have their own role to play. And 
Hungary, because of its geopolitical situation 
and tradition, can help a lot to materialize 
our common goals and objectives. 

In the spirit of this common cooperation, 
may I propose a toast to the health of Mr. 
President, Mrs. Bush, and the cooperation 
between our two respective countries. 

President Bush. Mr. President, Mr. 
Prime Minister, Laura and I thank you and 
your wives for such gracious hospitality in 
this beautiful country. It is a joy to be in 
Hungary. It is an honor to be here. 

I bring the greetings from my country. I 
bring the greetings from Hungarian Ameri-
cans who are so proud of their heritage. I 
bring the thanks of the American people for 
supporting the freedom movement. I’m look-
ing forward to sharing some thoughts about 
the unbelievable events that took place in 
1956. And all of us who have the blessings 
of freedom must remember the spirit that 
took place then and must never take freedom 
for granted. 

I congratulate your political leaders for 
doing the hard work necessary to make sure 
democracy takes hold. And I assure the Hun-
garian people that we’re proud to be your 
friend and ally. And so it is in the spirit of 
respect and friendship that I would like to 
offer a toast to the people of Hungary. 

Prime Minister Gyurcsany. Mr. Presi-
dents, ladies and gentlemen; freedom and 
love, these are the two things I need. That’s 
how we Hungarians, many Hungarians sing 
but this is also how Americans or anybody 
else in the world could sing and celebrate 
like we do here in Hungary all the time. 
Freedom and love really link together the 
two basic conditions for public and private 
happiness. Neither of these can exist without 
enthusiasm. Neither of these can tolerate 
selfishness. And both of these require unself-
ishness and sacrifice. So we are prepared to 
do our best for a better world, unselfishly 
and with some self-sacrifice sometimes. 

And we know that this better world needs 
more democracy, more understanding, and 
sometimes, perhaps, more love. Well, this is 
perhaps where we are linked together, Eu-
rope and the United States, Hungary and the 
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